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Nâzım Hikmet is perhaps Turkey’s best-known literary figure from the twentieth century, due at least in part to his dramatic life story and flight from Turkey to the Soviet Union in 1951. During the course of the ten years which followed, Nâzım's common-law wife Münevver Andaç sent him more than 750 letters, only a handful of which have ever been cited in biographical works relating to Nâzım’s life. Drawing upon over 400 letters housed in Moscow’s restricted RGALI archive – to which no Nâzım Hikmet biographer has previously gained access – and another 100 located at the Aziz Nesin Vakfı outside Istanbul, this article constitutes the first time that any of these letters have been analyzed in a systematic manner. The letters, combined with other archival and published materials, are employed in this article as a means of gaining insights into Nâzım’s Soviet years, a notoriously understudied period of his life, as well as Münevver’s life in Istanbul and their shared relationship across the Iron Curtain.

Keywords: 
	Nâzım Hikmet
	TKP
	Turkish Communist Party
	Münevver Andaç
	cold war
	Turkey
	Soviet Union





Acknowledgements
Research for this work was supported by a Fulbright Research Scholarship and a Scholarship and Creativity Grant from Montana State University. I would like to thank Helen Kedourie, Jayalakshmi Raju, two anonymous readers, and Dr. Cristina A. Pop for their valuable assistance in the production of this article.

Disclosure statement
No potential conflict of interest was reported by the author(s).

Notes
1 Nâzım Hikmet had fled Turkey by motorboat on 17 June 1951, and his original destination was Bulgaria. En route, he encountered a Romanian cargo ship, which he boarded, and flew from Bucharest to Moscow on 29 June.

2 It is unclear if Nâzım and Münevver ever officially married. In the convention of biographies pertaining to Nâzım, however, Münevver is typically referred to as his wife.

3 Saime Göksu and Edward Timms write that Nâzım and Münevver had managed to send letters via ‘a clandestine method of corresponding through third parties, sending letters via Paris or Rome’, Romantic Communist: The Life and Work of Nâzım Hikmet (London: C. Hurst & Co., 2nd edition, 2006), p.312. Mutlu Konuk Blasing makes a similar observation, Nâzım Hikmet: The Life and Times of Turkey’s World Poet (New York: Persea Books, 2013), p.231. However, Münevver repeatedly noted in her letters to Nâzım that she and Nâzım had not communicated at all. See, for example, Letter #3 (undated, but written in late March or early April of 1951), Russian State Archive of Literature and Art, (RGALI), f. 2250, op. 1, d. 215, ll. 11–12.

4 Russian State Archive of Literature and Art (RGALI), Nâzım Hikmet fond, f. 2250, op. 1, d. 215, ll. 6–7, letter from Münevver Andaç to Nâzım Hikmet. This letter is undated and unnumbered, but is either her first or second letter to Nâzım, and was written at the end of March 1955.

5 Important Turkish-language accounts of Nâzım’s life include Kemal Sülker’s epic 1500-page six-volume set, Nâzım Hikmet’in Gerçek Yaşamı [Nâzım Hikmet’s Actual Life], 6 vols (Istanbul: Yalçın Yayınları, 1987–89); Memet Fuat, Nâzım Hikmet: Yaşamı, Ruhsal Yapısı, Davaları, Tartışmaları, Dünya Görüşü, Şiirinin Gelişmeleri [Nâzım Hikmet: His Life, Psychological Makeup, Trials, Debates, Worldview, and the Development of his Poetry], (Istanbul: Yapı Kredi Yayınları, first published, 2000); Aziz Nesin, Türkiye Şarkısı Nazım [Nazım: The Song of Turkey], (Istanbul: Nesin Yayıncılık, 1998).); Rady Fish, Nâzım’in Çilesi [Nâzım’s Ordeal], trans. Güneş Bozkaya-Kolontay (Istanbul: Gün Yayınları, 1969); Ekber Babayev (trans. Ataol Behramoğlu), Nazım Hikmet: Yaşamı ve Yapıtları [Nazım Hikmet: His Life and Works], (Istanbul: Cumhuriyet Kitapları, first published in Turkish, 1976). English-language biographies of Nâzım include Saime Göksu and Edward Timms, Romantic Communist and Mutlu Konuk Blasing’s Nâzım Hikmet.

6 Letter from Münevver Borzecka to Konstantin Simonov, RGALI, f. 2250, op. 1, d. 47, ll. 1–6, esp. ll. 3–4. 11 June 1963.

7 Münevver would always mention in her letters the arrival of a card or letter from Nâzım. On average she appeared to receive 4-8 letters and cards per month from him. Münevver stopped numbering her letters to Nâzım in late July or early August of 1960, with her 753rd letter. According to Aziz Nesin’s notes, she wrote a total of 760 letters to him. See p.126 of Aziz Nesin’s file on Nâzım Hikmet. Zekeriye Sertel estimated that, over the span of ‘one-two years’ Nâzım and Münevver wrote a total of 800 letters. Zekeriye Sertel, Nâzım Hikmet’in Son Yılları [Nâzım Hikmet’s Final Years], (Istanbul, Remzi Kitabevi, 2000), p.128.

8 RGALI, f. 2250, op. 1, 471, ll. 1–6, Letter from Münevver Borzecka (Münevver Andaç), 11 June 1963.

9 Or they may have possibly ended up in the hands of Münevver and Nâzım’s son Mehmet Nâzım, who died in October 2018.

10 Out of approximately 1500 pages over the course of six volumes detailing Nâzım’s life, Kemal Sülker devoted only nine pages to the years 1951-63. Kemal Sülker, Nâzım Hikmet’in Gerçek Yaşamı, Vol. 6. (Istanbul: Yalçın Yayınları, 1989), pp.231–240. Nâzım’s most recent English-language biography, meanwhile, devotes just six pages to Nâzım’s early years (1922-28) in the USSR, and seventeen pages to his activities from 1951–63, Mutlu Konuk Blasing, Nâzım Hikmet, pp.50-56, 201–217. Even Ekber Babayev, who met Nâzım after 1951 and knew Nâzım only in the USSR, devotes just 30 out of almost 400 pages to Nâzım’s life after 1951, and even this is focused mainly upon Nâzım’s publications. Nâzım Hikmet, pp.359-388. Göksu and Timms do much better with this time of Nâzım’s life, going into more detail than Blasing, Sülker, or Babayev. See Romantic Communist, pp.257–289, 312–347.

11 One article that uses Comintern and party files to discuss Nâzım Hikmet’s early years in Moscow in the 1920s is James H. Meyer ‘Children of Trans-Empire: Nâzım Hikmet and the First Generation of Turkish Students at Moscow's Communist University of the East’, Journal of the Ottoman and Turkish Studies Association, Vol. 5, No. 2 (Fall 2018), pp.195–218.

12 Münevver’s father’s sister was Celile Hanım, Nâzım’s mother.

13 Both Nâzım and Münevver were legally married to others at the time that Münevver began visiting Nâzım in Bursa prison in 1948. Both of their breakups were acrimonious, and obtaining divorces may have been a difficulty. Among the close friends of Nâzım from this time who later wrote memoirs of him – such as Vâlâ Nureddin and Zekeriye Sertel – no mention has ever been made of there having been an actual wedding or legal marriage between Nâzım and Münevver.

14 Göksu and Timms make use of four ANV letters relating to Nâzım and Münevver’s breakup. See Romantic Communist, pp.332–333.

15 From Letter #2 onward, Münevver numbered her letters. This was something Nâzım had done when he was in prison and writing to his third wife, Piraye. She only began to date her letters on a semi-regular basis in February 1957.

16 Within the March 1955-May 1959 range, there are no significant gaps within RGALI’s holdings. Rather, the letters are missing on a pretty consistent pattern of 2-3 missing per every ten letters that Münevver enumerated. 152 out of 549 letters are missing, by my count, or 27 per cent.

17 Aziz Nesin Vakfı archive file on Nâzım Hikmet (ANV), p.97, Letter # 733, 29 May 1960.

18 A fond is a collection of documents – in this case, RGALI’s fond 2250, that of Nâzım Hikmet.

19 The email address is provided by archive staff. The restricted nature of Nâzım’s fond is not so unusual. I also was required to obtain family permission when looking at the papers of Konstantin Simonov.

20 Aziz Nesin, Türkiye Şarkısı Nazım (Istanbul: Nesin Yayıncılık, 1998).

21 Aziz Nesin writes about visiting Vera in Türkiye Şarkısı Nazım, p.8.

22 Münevver stopped numbering her letters at 753 but wrote seven more without numbering them.

23 Nâzım Hikmet, Budapest Radio interviews, from archive of International Institute of Social History, Amsterdam (IISH), CD #3 (274), Track 10.

24 Ibid.

25 Galina Kolesnikova, Sem’ let s Nazymom Khikmetom [Seven Years with Nâzım Hikmet], (Izhevsk: IPM Uro RAN, 1999), pp.1, 4, 411.

26 In her memoirs, Galina Kolesnikova notes that while she and Nâzım were not actually married, she was for all intents and purposes his ‘wife’. Ibid., p.405.

27 Such as Vâlâ Nureddin and his wife Müzehher, whom Münevver visited often. See, for example, Letter #18, in which Münevver asks Nâzım to see if he can obtain a university diploma for Vâ-Nû from Communist University of the Toilers of the East, where Nâzım and Vâ-Nû had both studied and worked in the 1920s, RGALI, f. 2250, op. 1, d. 216, ll. 8–9, here 9. Also see f. 2250, op. 1, d. 223, l. 21 (Letter #154, late September/early October 1955); f. 2250, op. 1, d. 226, l. 13, Letter #240 (20 June, 1957), and numerous others.

28 On the roles of Isabelle Blume and Paul-Henri Spaak in getting the correspondence ban lifted, see Göksu and Timms, Romantic Communist, p.312.

29 This is what Münevver writes to Nâzım in her letter from RGALI, written in late March, 1955. f. 2250, op. 1, d. 215. L. 15.

30 See RGALI f. 2250, op. 1, d. 218, l. 27. While this letter is undated, Münevver wrote that this was her 67th, and it is classified as such. However, judging from the letter’s content it appears Münevver may have made a mental error, as this letter seems to actually be her 76th letter to Nâzım, likely written in late December.

31 On Renan, see RGALI, f. 2250 op. 1, d. 215, l.l 39, 46; f. 2250, op. 1, d. 216, ll. 8, 17, 46; f. 2250, op. 1, d. 217, l. 3; Letter # 96, f. 2250, op. 1, d. 220, l. 7; and elsewhere.

32 RGALI, Nâzım Hikmet personal fond, f. 2250, op, 1, d. 219, l1. 1-2, here l. 2, letter from Münevver to Nâzım Hikmet. This letter is undated, but was written in the final few days of December 1955.

33 RGALI, f. 2250, op. 1, d. 215. L. 15. Letter undated, but appears to have been written in early April 1955.

34 Letter # 4, RGALI , f. 2250, op. 1, d. 215, l. 8. Letter from Münevver Andaç to Nâzım Hikmet, undated but from late March 1955.

35 In this respect, Münevver did not refrain from making political comments in this correspondence when it came to the question of how she was personally being treated. (Letter has no number, but is likely around # 41.) 23 July, 1955. RGALI, f. 2250, op. 1, d. 222, l. 48.

36 Letter #4, RGALI, f. 2250, op. 1, d. 215, l. 9

37 This is either the second or third letter sent from Münevver to Nâzım, written in either late March or early April 1955. RGALI f. 2250, op. 1, d. 215, l. 6.

38 Counting a period of roughly 64 months (March 1955-July 1960), by which time Münevver had written approximately 750 letters, coming out to an average of 11.2 letters per month.

39 Letter # 99, RGALI, f. 2250, op. 1, d. 220, l. 16. Second half of March 1956.

40 See, for example, RGALI, f. 2250, op. 1, d. 215, ll. 8, 18; f. 2250, op. 1, d. 222, l. 48; f. 2250, op. 1, d. 235, l. 23.

41 RGALI, Letter # 278, 4 October, 1957, f. 2250, op. 1, d. 228, l. 8

42 On Münevver’s sleeplessness see, for example, RGALI, Letter #67, f. 2250, op. 1, d. 218, l. 25; Letter #89, f. 2250, op. 1, d. 219, l. 39.

43 RGALI, f. 2250, op. 1, d. 231, l. 21, letter # 362, 17 April 1958; Letter # 370, 29 April 1958; f. 2250, op. 1, d, 233, l. 26, letter #390, 31 May 1958; f. 2250, op. 1, d, 239, ll. 6-8, letters # 514 and 515. 1 and 3 March 1958.

44 RGALI, f. 2250, op. 1, d. 235, l. 2, letter # 418, 7 August 1958.

45 RGALI, f. 2250, op. 1, d. 216, letter #24. Undated, but the number indicates it was written in early July 1955.

46 RGALI, 2250, op. 1, d. 216, l. 48, letter #34, undated but number indicates it was written in mid-July 1955.

47 Regarding the car idea, see RGALI f. 2250, op. 1, d. 217, l. 8, letter #43; dateless but number indicates it was written in December 1955; f. 2250, op. 1, d. 235, ll. 22-23, letter #426, undated but from late August 1958.

48 Regarding Münevver’s truck idea, see RGALI, f. 2250, op. 1, d. 225, l. 212, letter # 209, 24 March 1957; l. 9, letter # 213, late March 1957; l. 26, letter # 222; l. 38, letter # 232, and elsewhere; f. 2250, op. 1, d. 235, ll. 22-23, letter #426, undated but from late August 1958.

49 RGALI, f. 2250, op. 1, d. 224, l. 22. Letter #195, 23 February 1957.

50 RGALI, f. 2250, op. 1, d. 226, l. 6, letter # 236, 12 June 1957; f. 2250, op. 1, d. 228, l. 22, letter #283, 15 October 1957; f. 2250, op. 1, d. 236, l. 48, letter #463, 15 November 1958; f. 2250, op. 1, d. 239, letter #532, 7 April 1959. Also see ANV p. 52, letter # 697, no date but number indicates it was written on or around 13 March 1960; ANV, p. 110, letter #740, 18 June 1960. Also see letters # 728 (p. 86); 729 (p. 89), and 733 (p.97), all of which were written in May 1960.

51 She moved shortly before sending letter #109 to Nâzım, which is undated from mid-April 1956. RGALI, f. 2250, op. 1, d. 221, l. 4.

52 Beginning in January 1956. See, for example, RGALI f. 2250, op. 1, d. 219, l.1. Letter # 76. Undated but appears to be from mid-January. Also see subsequent letters.

53 RGALI, f. 2250, op. 1, d. 226, l. 29; d. 231, l. 25; d. 232, l. 6a.

54 RGALI f. 2250, op. 1, d. 226, ll. 14-15,letter # 242. Undated, but its number suggests the letter is from late June 1957.

55 On James Dean, see RGALI, letter from Münevver Andaç to Nâzım Hikmet, f. 2250, op. 1, d. 235 l. 28, 3 September 1958 (misclassified in archive as 1959), letter # 430. Münevver described Bardot as ‘the sexiest of the sexy’ (‘Sexyinin sexyisi’) in RGALI f. 2250, op. 1, d. 230, late January 1958, letter # 320.

56 See, for example, RGALI, letter # 325, f. 2250, op. 1, d. 230, l. 35. Early February 1958.

57 RGALI, f. 2250, op. 1, d. 233, l. 6. Letter # 374, 10 May 1958.

58 RGALI, f. 2250, op. 1, d. 215, l. 40, letter #13, April 1955; d. 216, l. 28, letter # 28; l. 31, letter # 29; l. 37, letter # 31; l. 43, letter # 33

59 RGALI, f. 2250, op. 1, d. 233, l. 18, letter # 382. 22 May 1958.

60 On sending Nâzım’s poems to Sartre, see RGALI, f. 2250, op. 1, d. 238, l. 32, Letter # 498. 25 January 1959; f. 2250, op. 1, d. 239, l. 33. Letter # 530, 3 April 1959. By the middle of May, she still had not heard back from Sartre regarding the 11 poems of Nâzım’s that Münevver had sent to Paris. RGALI, f. 2250, op. 1, d. 239, l. 43. Letter # 537, 22 April 1959.

61 ANV, Letter # 740, 18 June 1960.

62 ANV, Letter #742, 24 June 1960.

63 Letter # 665, 27 December; Letter # 668, 1 January 1960; Letter # 669, 3 January 1960; Letter # 670, 5 January 1960; Letter # 671, 7 January 1960; Letter # 676, 18 January 1960, Letter # 687, 17 February 1960, and in many other letters.

64 On the broken refrigerator, see ANV, p.11. Letter #670, 5 January 1960, a problem that lasted at least until early March, when Münevver discusses the matter again on p.47, Letter #693, 5 March 1960. On the difficulty of raising two children on one’s own, see p.38, Letter # 688, 24 February 1960.

65 On Münevver’s discussions of her nerves and nervousness, also see ANV, p.17, Letter #674, 11 January 1960; p.19, Letter #675, January 1960; p. 25, Letter # 679, 25 January 1960; p. 38, Letter # 688, 24 February 1960; p. 44, Letter # 691, 28 February 1960; p. 45, Letter # 692, 29 February 1960; p. 51, Letter # 695, 11 March 1960; p.69; Letter # 703, early March 1960, and many others.

66 ANV, p.71, Letter # 708, 9 April 1960.

67 Letter #39 from Münevver to Nâzım, written in the second half of July 1955. RGALI, f. 2250, op. 1, d. 217, l. 1.

68 Letter from Münevver to Nâzım, 23 July 1955. RGALI, f. 2250, op. 1, d. 222, l. 49.

69 As Göksu and Timms note, Nâzım never wrote a love poem for Galina, in contrast to his much more public declarations for both Münevver and Vera, Romantic Communist, p.314.

70 RGALI, f. 2250, op. 1, d. 159, l. 1. Letter from Nâzım Hikmet to Vera, 5 June 1958, from Berlin.

71 RGALI, f. 2250, op. 1, d. 159, l. 6

72 RGALI, f. 2250, op. 1, d. 159, ll. 4-5, letter from Nâzım Hikmet to Vera Tulyakova from Stockholm, undated, here l. 5.

73 RGALI, f. 2250, op. 1, d. 159, l. 6. From Warsaw. 14 June 1959.

74 RGALI, Letter # 511, 22 February 1959, f. 2250, op. 1, d. 239, ll. 3–4.

75 Göksu and Timms write ‘In January 1960 they were finally united’, without really explaining what this means. Romantic Communist, p.322.

76 RGALI, f. 2250, op. 1, d. 309, ll. 4-6. Agreement (‘dogovor’), signed in Moscow between Nâzım Hikmet Ran and Galina Kolesnikova, 7 January 1960.

77 This was at a time when a Soviet high school teacher with 25 years experience was earning 935 rubles per month. George Z. F. Bereday, and Ina Schlesinger, ‘Teacher Salaries in the Soviet Union’, Comparative Education Review, vol.6, no.3, 1963, pp.200–208, here 201.

78 Göksu and Timms, Romantic Communist, p.323.

79 ANV, p. 120, Letter # 747, 1 July 1960.

80 ANV, p. 122, Letter # 748, 4 July 1960.

81 Göksu and Timms write that Nâzım had ‘evidently’ reproached Münevver for this relationship, but do not explain why they think this, as Münevver does not mention Kemal Tahir in the letters that I saw. Romantic Communist, pp.332–333.

82 ANV, p. 127, Letter # 960, 12 July 1960. This is apparently an allusion to Kemal Tahir. Göksu and Timms cite the ANV in noting that Nâzım accused Münevver of having had an affair with Tahir, but do not indicate which letter this came from.

83 Münevver needed some legal documents from Nâzım acknowledging Mehmet as his son, something that he had apparently not done before leaving Turkey in 1951, and which Münevver had been periodically asking Nâzım to do for years during the course of their correspondence.

84 ANV, p. 127, Letter # 960, 12 July 1960.

85 Ibid. Nâzım had always referred to both his stepson (with third wife Piraye) Memet Fuat (originally known as ‘Mehmet’) and his biological child with Münevver as ‘Memet’.

86 ANV, p.138. Letter from 9 October 1960. After the July exchange, Münevver stopped numbering her letters, but this appears to be her 756th letter.

87 See Randy and Mutlu Konuk Blasing (tr.), Human Landscapes from my Country (New York: Persea Books, 2002), p.ix.

88 Nowhere in the Soviet paperwork relating to Nâzım’s estate is it mentioned that Nâzım was mentioned to both Vera and Münevver simultaneously – a further clue, perhaps, that Nâzım and Münevver had not been officially married in the first place.

89 Göksu and Timms, Romantic Communist, p.326.

90 Russian State Archive for Socio-Political History (RGASPI), personal file of Joyce Lussu, f. 495, op. 221, d. 3508, esp. ll. 5, 7–8, 10–11, 15.

91 RGASPI, personal file of Emilio Lussu, f. 495, op. 221, d. 3600.

92 Göksu and Timms describe Lussu as having been an ‘author’ at the time of her introduction to Nâzım, but at this time her only publication was a book she had edited for a socialist-oriented publishing house relating to the status of women in Italy called Donne Come Te [Women like you] (Milan: Roma Edizioni Avanti, 1957).

93 ‘Yaman bir kadına benziyor.’ ANV p.93, Letter # 731, 21 May 1960.

94 ANV p. 97, Letter # 733, 29 May 1960.

95 ANV p. 101, Letter #735, 2 June 1960.

96 ANV, p. 91, Letter # 729, 14 May 1960.

97 ANV, p. 106, Letter # 738, 10 June 1960.

98 ANV, p. 108, Letter # 739, 15 June 1960.

99 ANV, p.130, Letter from Münevver to Nâzım Hikmet, 19 July 1960.

100 ANV, no page number. Letter from Münevver to Nâzım Hikmet, 9 October 1960 (original letter). Arabic script copy can be found on p.138.

101 Lussu, Buluşma, pp.30-31. Göksu and Timms, Romantic Communist, pp.329–331.

102 Göksu and Timms, Romantic Communist, p.332.

103 The final generation of Ottomans, born at the turn of the century and coming of age during or after the First World War spent their formative years inundated with refugees and bombarded by changing borders and populations. Alongside Nâzım Hikmet, individuals from this generation include Şevket Süreyya Aydemir, Vâlâ Nureddin, and Ahmet Cevat Emre, all of whom Nâzım studied and worked with in Batumi and Moscow in the early 1920s.

104 See, for example, letters from Münevver Andaç-Volkoff to Konstantin Simonov, RGALI, f. 1814, op. 9, d. 1932, ll. 5-6, 11.
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