
 

Mark Hughes, editor of Australian Social Work, introduces the journal and gives 
advice for submitting your article 

 
Hi my name is Mark Hughes I’m editor of Australian Social Work. Australian Social 

Work is an international peer review journal based in Australia; it’s the journal of the 
Australian association of social workers. The journal seeks to promote the development 
of social work practice, social work policy and social work education, and it publishes 
original research and theoretical papers, and we’re particularly interested in increasing the 
number of systematic literature reviews published in the journal. We also publish shorter 
practice policy and perspectives papers and these papers are ideal for reporting on small 
scale research such as evaluation research, case studies of innovative practice or 
programmes and also commentaries or critiques of important social policy 
developments. 
 I think it’s fair to say that the journal is becoming increasingly more widely 
known internationally, especially since a couple of years ago it was included in the 
Thompson Reuters journal citation reports. About 20% of the downloads, and about 
20% of submitting authors to the journal are from overseas. While interestingly about 
two thirds of all authors citing articles from the journal are international authors. So it’s 
been great to see that we’ve been getting a bit more international profile. 
 Papers published in the journal really do reflect the contemporary and future 
critical issues facing social work as a profession. We publish articles around climate 
change and its impact on communities, we have articles that look at social justice issues 
in the context of neoliberal and austerity environments and we’ve also published a series 
of articles around the increase valuing of indigenous knowledge’s in social work. We’re 
also really interested in the impact of technology including social media and its influence 
on social work practice. We’ve got a few upcoming special issues which people are 
invited to submit for. One is on applied social research, we have another coming up 
around mental health risk and regulation, and also a couple of years down the track we’ve 
got one on social media and the ethical implications of social media for social work.   
 If you’re thinking about submitting a paper for the journal there are a few things 
you might want to bear in mind. We do have an acceptance rate of between 20% and 
30% so quite a few of our submissions don’t actually end up in the publication, so it’s 
importation to bare that in mind but don’t lose heart. There’s always a chance to get 
published in the journal and I’ll just mention a few tips now for you. So one of the things 
that I think is probably important when you’re thinking about publishing generally but 
particularly also with a strand in social work is to get to know the journal. So read some 
back issues from the journal, become familiar with the type of papers we publish, 
become familiar with the style that the papers adopt. It’s really important that people 
read the instructions to authors; these are available on the journal website, and also 
important that authors follow the American Psychological Association APA six edition 
guidelines, not only for referencing but also for laying out the paper and for statistics and 
so on.  
 If you’re a post graduate student and you are thinking of preparing a paper for 
the first time I really encourage you to think about working with your supervisor on this 
paper. That will involve not only identifying suitable findings or a suitable part of your 
research study to report on, but also involving your supervisor in drafting and editing the 
paper. And if this happens of course then the supervisor should be acknowledged as a 
co-author of the paper. I really think that puts you in a much better position to get 
favourable reviews back from the peer reviewers, and also I think you’re much more 
likely to see success if you’re working very closely with your supervisor in preparing 
manuscripts. If you’re a social work practitioner I really encourage you to collaborate 



 

with others if it’s your first time writing for a publication, so you might want to get 
together a small writing group and share drafts of journal articles that you might be 
preparing. Or you might actually want to work on a small collaborative research project 
together so that you’re developing skills amongst the group in carrying out research and 
also drafting and preparing publications.  
 It might also be a good idea if you are a new writer to consider working with a 
colleague who might be based at a university and who might be more experienced in 
writing for academic publications. If you are a new writer it might be worth thinking 
about starting off small such as writing a letter to the editor or writing one of those 
practice policy and perspectives articles that I mentioned before. And of course you 
don’t necessarily have to start with an international journal you could start off a little bit 
smaller, start with a smaller journal in Australia or perhaps even writing for the ASW 
national bulletin just to dip your toe into the water. The most important thing though of 
course in terms of preparing articles for publication is don’t forget to get feedback from 
other people, that’s going to be really important and really useful, and don’t forget that 
each article is going to need to be drafted and drafted again. 
 Very few articles in Australian Social Work are accepted immediately, in fact 
almost no articles are accepted immediately. Pretty much everything that eventually gets 
published as been through one, two, three or even more revision processes so don’t be 
put off by that part of the process as well. And don’t forget also that it’s an international 
journal so when you’re writing an article for the journal it needs to be thought about in 
the context of an international audience and what international readers might be looking 
for. So that might involve explaining something about a particular culture and 
environment in which you’ve been writing and the particular cultural or community 
issues that are particularly relevant for your research so that people are able to make 
sense of that and think about how that might transfer into their own context.  
 So I hope that’s useful for you, Australian Social Work has been growing 
enormously over the last few years we reach over seven thousand ASW members who 
receive the journal every quarter. We’re in many libraries both in hard copy and online 
around the world and in 2013 I think articles from the journal were downloaded over 
eighty thousand times. So we’re getting a good reach, we’re indexed in a wide number of 
online databases, so many of the standard searches that you might be doing as a 
researcher, as a practitioner will link you to articles from Australian Social Work. Okay, 
well it’s been great talking to you okay, see you later bye bye.  


